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ColdFusion 11: Confusion as to why <cfhtmltopdf> is not simply an adjunct to <cfdocument>








G'day:

I had a look at <cfhtmltopdf> a week or so ago in "ColdFusion 11: <cfhtmltopdf> is pretty good!". And as I say in the article title: it works really well (other than a coupla bugs I raised). However one thing I can't work out is why we now have two tags that do the same thing: <cfdocument> and <cfhtmltopdf>.



They might - under the hood - use different mechanisms to arrive at the same goal, but surely the whole thing about having a tab abstraction layer is that the underlying mechanism ought to be irrelevant: the tags - and indeed the CFML language as a whole - is supposed to abstract the minutiae away from the developer.



A coupla things that are different about <cfhtmltopdf> are:

	it only works on Windows;
	it is enterprise only.


Both of these are a bit shitty (or a lot shitty, really), but they do not - in my mind - justify why <cfhtmltopdf> is a separate tag.



So, anyway, I asked on Twitter for some sort of explanation:




@ColdFusion, can you pls explain why <cfhtml2pdf> is a new tag,not just an upgrade to <cfdocument>? They do the same thing,yes? #ColdFusion

— Adam Cameron (@dacCfml) March 9, 2014



And this morning I got a response from Rakshith (well I am presuming he's still the man behind the curtain of the  @ColdFusion account?)



@gamesover @dacCfml The new PDF engine service can be installed as a seperate service on a remotely. You can chose to disable it as well.

— Adobe ColdFusion (@coldfusion) March 12, 2014






@dacCfml So rather than force fitting the available functionality, a new htmltopdf was introduced. Much easier for CFers to comprehend.

— Adobe ColdFusion (@coldfusion) March 12, 2014



My initial reaction here is in response to this bit "Much easier for CFer to comprehend". And my reaction is "you patronising f***" (this was close to being the title of this article, but I thought better of it).



Not only is Rakshith being patronising the basis for his tone seems fairly facile to me.



Let's accept that the purpose of <cfdocument> and <cfhtmltopdf> is the same: generating a PDF from mark-up. And let's also accept that the reason they're doing this work is that <cfdocument> wasn't that good at what it set out to do. It can be used to create moderately straight forward PDFs, but as soon as the document structure or design got more than superficially complex, it was no good. Fair enough: it was the first iteration of the functionality (although it perhaps should not have taken close to ten years for the second iteration of it to present itself, but hey).



Let's also accept that there's some differences in approach (the two points I raise above) too.



This can all still be achieved with a single tag, surely? We already have a precedent set for this with <cfchart>, which not only has two separate engines, but one of them is server-side and one of them is client-side!



So with <cfdocument>, how come it cannot work like this:

	if the new engine is disabled, then processing falls back to the original mechanism;
	if the licence is a standard one, it falls back to the original mechanism;
	if the box is not a Windows one... it falls back.... etc;
	if an "engine" attribute is set to "classic" or "pants" or something, it also falls back;
	otherwise it uses the new engine.


This also negates a curious "feature" <cfhtmltopdf> has... the underlying engine can be disabled. How is this actually a feature? And... how is this a good thing? What happens if the engine is off and someone tries to use <cfhtmltopdf>? I presume it just errors? Would it not be better to have it fall back to the original mechanism?



And the same applies to the observation Rakshith made that the new engine can be installed as a separate service. So what? Why does that mean it needs to be a new tag? It doesn't.



Another thing Rakshith has posted that I just noticed whilst writing this is:




@dacCfml The ability to add dynamic header and footer along with support for basic authentication is not available via the new engine.

— Adobe ColdFusion (@coldfusion) March 12, 2014



Right. So there's two observations to make here:

	So that's a step backwards, innit? I suppose you've got some work to do in that case, so as to facilitate this.
	[shrug]. One can't do everything with the old <cfchart> engine that one can with the new one, and vice-versa.


Neither of these are good rationalisations as to why this is not an augmentation (or a backwards step, in the case of the first one) of <cfdocument>. 



All adding yet another PDF-generating tag to the language is achieving is demonstrating a lack of thought / planning on the part of Adobe, and cluttering up an already cluttered language.



I think this needs a bit of a rethink before go-live.



--

Adam
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About


I've been a web developer since 2001: 13yrs as a CFML developer; 6yrs as a PHP dev; and now back in the CFML community but focusing on code quality, design and testing. As of 2023, I am migrating my dev focus back to PHP again.

The code I write and discuss here is pretty much just looking at random conundrums I encounter in my day job.

I tend to be a bit "forthright" in my opinions, I am indelicate, and I tend to swear too much. This will come out occasionally here: I make no apology for it.

Everything said here is my own opinion. Feel free to disagree with me :-)








Feeds / Links




	This blog's communication policy
	

Default feed

	

Last ten articles (full)

	

Last ten articles (summary)










Subscribe To








Posts










                  Atom
                














Posts
















Comments










                  Atom
                














Comments




















Followers



















Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2023

(34)
	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(1)



	



        ► 
      



April

(7)



	



        ► 
      



March

(7)



	



        ► 
      



February

(10)



	



        ► 
      



January

(8)






	



        ► 
      



2022

(64)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(2)



	



        ► 
      



October

(17)



	



        ► 
      



September

(16)



	



        ► 
      



August

(7)



	



        ► 
      



May

(14)



	



        ► 
      



April

(4)



	



        ► 
      



January

(3)






	



        ► 
      



2021

(85)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(1)



	



        ► 
      



October

(2)



	



        ► 
      



September

(1)



	



        ► 
      



August

(2)



	



        ► 
      



July

(8)



	



        ► 
      



June

(16)



	



        ► 
      



May

(12)



	



        ► 
      



April

(15)



	



        ► 
      



March

(8)



	



        ► 
      



February

(9)



	



        ► 
      



January

(10)






	



        ► 
      



2020

(8)
	



        ► 
      



December

(3)



	



        ► 
      



October

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(2)






	



        ► 
      



2019

(2)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2018

(3)
	



        ► 
      



July

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(2)






	



        ► 
      



2017

(30)
	



        ► 
      



November

(3)



	



        ► 
      



August

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



May

(1)



	



        ► 
      



April

(3)



	



        ► 
      



March

(4)



	



        ► 
      



February

(2)



	



        ► 
      



January

(13)






	



        ► 
      



2016

(98)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(12)



	



        ► 
      



September

(6)



	



        ► 
      



August

(6)



	



        ► 
      



July

(4)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(10)



	



        ► 
      



February

(19)



	



        ► 
      



January

(24)






	



        ► 
      



2015

(259)
	



        ► 
      



December

(7)



	



        ► 
      



November

(19)



	



        ► 
      



October

(19)



	



        ► 
      



September

(21)



	



        ► 
      



August

(18)



	



        ► 
      



July

(23)



	



        ► 
      



June

(32)



	



        ► 
      



May

(19)



	



        ► 
      



April

(37)



	



        ► 
      



March

(9)



	



        ► 
      



February

(24)



	



        ► 
      



January

(31)






	



        ▼ 
      



2014

(372)
	



        ► 
      



December

(22)



	



        ► 
      



November

(23)



	



        ► 
      



October

(31)



	



        ► 
      



September

(39)



	



        ► 
      



August

(19)



	



        ► 
      



July

(36)



	



        ► 
      



June

(23)



	



        ► 
      



May

(28)



	



        ► 
      



April

(36)



	



        ▼ 
      



March

(42)
	CFML: Survey follow-up (no results yet sorry): nee...
	Open Letter to site admins I might be contacting i...
	How about this for savecontent?
	ColdFusion 11: calling a stored procedure from scr...
	Railo: I've got to the bottom of that code I asked...
	Railo: it already supports separating parameters f...
	Query.cfc / queryExecute() have a good feature <cf...
	Railo: help me replicate a bug I'm seeing on one o...
	Encourage Adobe to relocate /CFIDE/scripts
	Survey: lists in CFML, and the naming of list memb...
	We don't need bigots in this industry
	Sharing a conversation about clean code
	Using a sort iteration function to implement a cus...
	myArray.each()... extending the array whilst itera...
	Railo adds more iteration functions: *some() and *...
	CFML: Built-in functions, UDFs, methods, and funct...
	Survey results: Adobe's approach to client communi...
	Survey: three more responses please
	An insight into the mind of a CFML developer
	Survey: Adobe's approach to client communications ...
	ColdFusion 11: bug triage (and fixing?) seems to h...
	Ben Nadel falls down the isValid() rabbit hole too
	It is Adobe's fault, OK?
	ColdFusion-UI-the-Right-Way: <cfmap>
	ColdFusion 11: More on this <cfinclude> thing
	Do not sponsor me to go to CF.Objective()
	Testbox: using a callback as a mocked method
	Testbox: investigating which method/function/callb...
	ColdFusion 11: good news... <cfhtmltopdf> will be ...
	ColdFusion 11: Confusion as to why <cfhtmltopdf> i...
	Shamelessful plug
	Is Adobe knowingly leaving exploits in ColdFusion ...
	Unit testing: the importance of testing over assum...
	Java Training
	Railo: small new feature I didn't catch making it ...
	Clarification and some notes on yesterday's "CFML ...
	@cfmlNotifier now sending updates from the CFML Bl...
	CFML is dying. Let's drop it off at Dignitas
	ColdFusion 11: Thank-you Carl, Mary-Jo, many other...
	ColdFusion: Of integers and indolence
	Your ColdFusion bugs - visualised
	ColdFusion 11: Adobe have finally started deprecat...





	



        ► 
      



February

(37)



	



        ► 
      



January

(36)






	



        ► 
      



2013

(384)
	



        ► 
      



December

(38)



	



        ► 
      



November

(28)



	



        ► 
      



October

(46)



	



        ► 
      



September

(42)



	



        ► 
      



August

(30)



	



        ► 
      



July

(51)



	



        ► 
      



June

(20)



	



        ► 
      



May

(35)



	



        ► 
      



April

(39)



	



        ► 
      



March

(25)



	



        ► 
      



February

(10)



	



        ► 
      



January

(20)






	



        ► 
      



2012

(143)
	



        ► 
      



December

(23)



	



        ► 
      



November

(24)



	



        ► 
      



October

(30)



	



        ► 
      



September

(26)



	



        ► 
      



August

(19)



	



        ► 
      



July

(21)
















Labels



CFML
(361)


ColdFusion
(263)


PHP
(155)


Bugs
(131)


Code Examples
(120)


Community Members
(102)


Unit Testing
(92)


Lucee
(85)


Blog
(71)


TDD
(58)


Rhetoric
(56)


Frameworks
(35)


Courting Controversy
(32)


Code Puzzle
(28)


Closure
(25)


Javascript
(25)


Theory
(25)


Conference
(24)


Kotlin
(24)


TestBox
(22)


Regular expressions
(19)


Docker
(18)


Documentation
(18)


Application.cfc
(16)


Ruby
(16)


Arrays
(15)


PHPUnit
(15)


Symfony
(15)


Java
(14)


CFWheels
(13)


JSON
(12)


GuzzleHttp
(11)


Interfaces
(11)


Design Patterns
(10)


REST
(10)


Custom Tags
(9)


Higher-order functions
(9)


TinyTestFramework
(8)


Groovy
(6)


Python
(6)


Clojure
(5)


Generators
(5)


Lunacy
(5)


Mixins
(4)


Gradle
(3)


JUnit
(3)


Wolpertinger
(2)








	


	










































Disqus for Adam Cameron's Dev Blog










	


	








© Adam Cameron 2012-2023. Powered by Blogger.





































